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Progressive Policy

Policy that aligns street design with 
community goals. 

• How should streets serve our community?

• What is our measure of success?

• Where are we basing our assumptions?

• Are those assumptions correct?



Proactive Design

Designing the street to achieve those goals. 

• Design proactively: design for the goal, not for the 
expected outcome

• Utilize a traffic toolbox in space (geometrics) and in 
time (signalization)



Example – Design Speed
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Design Speed
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With faster speeds, field of vision becomes smaller



Design Speed

• Conventional highway design
– Operating Speed → Design Speed → Posted Speed

• Proactive urban street design:
– Target Speed → Design Speed → Posted Speed
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Use speed reduction techniques

Chicane Trees Mini  Roundabout



Design Speed

Curbs and sidewalks slow traffic 
more than speed sign



Design Speed



Design Speed



Design Vehicles



Design Vehicles



A Day in the Life of a Street
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Design Hour
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Design Hour

Imagine the possibilities



Estimating Vehicle Growth
Changing trends?

2% compound growth 
rate doubles traffic 

in 35 years

Alternate methods
– Comparative projections

– Mode targets

– Revised growth projections

– GHG reductions

– Induced demand projection
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Percent change in mode 
share (2005-2011)

Traffic growth with added capacity

Traffic growth without added capacity



Estimating Vehicle Growth
Changing trends?



Estimating Vehicle Growth
Changing trends?



Estimating Vehicle Growth
Changing trends?

“Respondents indicated that while the size 
of a home or yard does matter, most are 
willing to compromise size for a preferred 
neighborhood and less commuting.”

“The AARP interviewed 4500 people 50 
years and older and found that the 
single most important requirement for 
a livable city is a nearby bus stop.”



Estimating Vehicle Growth
Changing trends?

Image: NYC New Metrics of Success



Functional Classification



Functional Classification
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